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SPS  CIAL ,  SUPPLEIvIENT 

A  special  four-page  supplement  has  been  added  to  this  issue  s\mmiarizing  many  of  the 
measures  of  interest  to  our  readers  from  the  1689  bills  introduced  in  the  first  five  days 
of  the  Seventy-Ninth  Congress. 

PRESIDENT  ASKS  FOR  UNIVERSAL  MILITANT  TRAINING 

In  his  first  message  to  the  new  79th  Congress  on  January  6,  after  calling  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  United  Nations  Organization,  President  Roosevelt  said: 

”I  am  clear  in  my  own  mind  that,  as  an  essential  factor  in  the  maintenance  of  peace 
in  the  future,  we  must  have  universal  military  training  after  this  war,  and  I  shall 
send  a  special  message  to  the  Congress  on  this  subject*” 

PEACETIME  CONSCRIPTION  HEARINGS  POSTPONED 

After  announcing  that  hearings  in  favor  of  peacetime  universal  military  training  would 
open  JanuaiT^  29  for  those  in  favor  and  on  February  6  for  organizations  in  opposition. 
Chairman  Clifton  A*  Woodrum  of  the  House  Committee  on  Post  War  Military  Policy  revealed 
January  10  that  hearings  would  be  postponed  on  account  of  the  present  consideration  of  a 
national  service  law.  This  does  not  mean  in  any  sense  that  the  efforts  to  defeat  peace¬ 
time  conscription  should  relax*  A  Congressman  said  last  week  that  he  was  getting  one  or 
two  letters  a  day  when  he  ought  to  be  getting  40  or  50  euid  other  members  of  Congress  a 
similar  heavy  mail  if  imiversal  military  training  is  not  to  pass* 

,  MAY  INTRODUCES  BILL  FOR  POST  WAR  TRAINING 

Andrew  J.  May,  chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  introduced  H.  R*  515 
on  the  first  day  of  the  new  session*  This  would  ^  rovide  for  one  year  of  military  train¬ 
ing  for  e-irery  young  man  at  eighteen  or  within  four  years  thereafter,  induction  into  the 
Army  or  Navy  for  the  purpose  of  training  with  choice  of  Army  or  Navy,  six  years  in  the 
reserve  with  no  obligation  for  further  training  and  no  obligation  for  further  service  un¬ 
less  Congress  declares  an  emergency*  There  are  no  provisions  for  conscientious  objectors* 

Because  of  the  great  interest  in  peacetime  conscription  among  those  who  receive  this 
Newsletter,  the  full  text  of  the  May  Bill  is  reprinted  here. 

FULL  TEXT  OF  MAY  BILL  FOR  UNIVERSAL  MILITART  TRAINING 

H.  R*  515  -  79th  Congress 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  3,  1945 
Mr.  May  introduced  the  following  bill,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Canmittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  Bill  to  provide  military  or  naval  training  for  all  male  citizens 
who  attain  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  for  other  purposes* 


Page  2  Washington  Letter  No.  15 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled, 


That  (a)  the  Congress  hereby  declares  that  the  reservoir  of  trained  manpov/er  built  up  at 
such  enormous  expense  during  the  present  war  should  not  be  permitted  to  become  empty 
again  as  after  World  War  I,  but  should  be  perpetuated  for  the  peace  and  security  of 
future  generations. 

(b)  That  Congress  further  declares  that  this  end  can  be  assured  only  through  a  system  of 
military  training  for  all  able-bodied  male  citizens  in  their  early  manhood.  While  the 
details  of  future  military  organization  cannot  be  determined  with  precision  until  after 
the  terms  of  a  permanent  peace  can  be  envisaged,  there  can  be  no  thoroughly  effective 
national  defense  system  that  does  not  rest  upon  the  democratic  principle-  that  all  citizens 
of  a  free  state  should  be  trained  to  defend  their  country. 

(c)  The  Congress  further  declares  that  the  training  system  should  be  inaugurated  as  soon 
as  practicable  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  order  to  utilize  material  resources 
and  training  experience  which  will  otherwise  soon  be  dissipated. 

ONE  YEAR*  S  TRAINING  AT  EIGHTEEN  OR  WITHIN  FOUR  YEARS 

CHOICE  OF  ARMY  OR  NAVY 

Sec.  2.  Under  such  regulations  as  the  President  shall  prescribe,  every  male  citizen  of 
the  United  States  and  every  male  alien  residing  therein  shall,  upon  attaining  the  age  of 
eighteen,  or  within  four  years  thereafter,  be  subject  to  military  or  naval  training,  and 
shall  be  inducted  into  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  this  purpose  alone,  for 
a  period  of  one  year,  except  persons  as  shall  be  serving  in  the  armed  forces  at  the  time 
this  section  takes  effect,  such  exception  to  be  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
President  for  the  exemptions  of  such  persons  by  reason  of  service  with  the  armed  forces. 

The  period  of  training  shall  be  one  year,  less  such  time,  not  exceeding  one  month,  as  may 
be  reasonably  necessary  for  induction,  mobilization,  and  demobilization:  Provided,  That 
any  person  subject  to  training  \mder  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  electing  in  such  manner  and  at  such  time  as  may  be  prescribed  by  regulation,  whether 
such  training  shall  begin  when  he  attains  the  age  of  eighteen  years  or  whether  it  shall  be 
deferred  for  not  more  than  four  years  and  of  expressing  v/hether  he  desires  to  train  in  the 
Army  or  the  Navy,  and,  so  far  as  practicable,  he  shall  be  trained  in  accordance  with  such 
expressed  desire:  Provided,  however.  That  any  person  who  has  been  graduated  by  a  prepar¬ 
atory  or  high  school  may,  after  his  seventeenth  birthday,  elect  with  the  consent  of  his 
parents  or  persons  standing  in  loco  parentis  to  be  inducted  before  his  eighteenth  birth¬ 
day:  And  provided  further.  That  during  the  period  of  training  prescribed  in  this  section, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  officers  charged  with  the  training  to  select  and  record  the 
names  of  all  trainees  who  show  capacity  for  leadership  with  a  view  to  encouraging  them  to 
qualify  as  reserve  noncommissioned  officers  and  officers  during  their  period  of  enrollment 
as  reservists  under  the  provisions  of  section  3  of  this  Act. 

SIX  YEARS  IN  THE  RESERVE 

Sec.  3.  Each  young  man  after  the  completion  of  his  training  under  section  2  shall  be  en¬ 
rolled  as  a  reservist  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  for  a  period  of 
six  years,  but  shall  not  be  subject  to  compulsory  military  service  during  that  period 
except  in  an  emergency  declared  by  the  Congress  and  then  only  \mder  such  conditions  as 
the  Congress  may  prescribe:  Provided,  That  any  man  who  completes  his  training  under  sec¬ 
tion  2  and  who  thereafter  seiv^es~saEisfaotorily  as  a  vol\inteer  in  the  Navy,  the  Marine 
Corps,  or  the  Regular  Army  for  a  period  of  at  least  one  year,  or  in  the  National  Guard  of 
the  United  States  or  the  Naval  Militia  for  a  period  of  at  least  two  years,  or  in  an  organ¬ 
ized  reserve  xmit  for  a  period  of  at  least  three  years,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  completed 
the  six-year  period  as  a  reservist  prescribed  in  this  section,  but  nothing  in  this  section 
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EARLT  LEGISLATION  INTRODUCED  IN  THE  79th  CONGRESS 


MANY  BILLS  INTRODUCED  IN  EARLY  DAYS  OF  CONGRESS 

During  the  first  five  legislative  days  of  the  new  79th  Congress,  1638  bills  were  intro¬ 
duced.  Because  we  believe  our  readers  want  to  know  now  what  bills  have  been  already 
introduced  on  various  subjects  of  current  interest,  we  are  listing  some  of  them  by  num¬ 
ber  and  author  so  you  may  write  to  the  author  or  to  your  Congressman  requesting  a  copy. 
Naturally,  many  of  the  most  important  bills  of  the  Session  are  still  to  be  offered.  The 
bills  summarized  here  are  in  addition  to  those  considered  in  the  main  body  of  the 
Newsletter. 


I.  Race  Relations 


PERMANENT  F  E  P  C 


Seven  Senators  joined  in  sponsoring  S.  101  which  would  set  up  a  Permanent  Fair  Employment 
Practice  Commission  and  would  prohibit  discrimination  in  employment  because  of  race, 
creed,  color,  national  origin  or  ancestry.  These  Senators  were  Dennis  Chavez  of  New 
Mexico,  Sheridan  Downey  of  California,  Robert  F.  Wagner  of  New  York,  James  S.  Murray  of 
Montana,  Arthur  Capper  of  Kansas,  William  Langer  of  North  Dakota,  and  George  D.  Aiken  of 
Vermont.  Hearings  were  held  on  this  bill  in  the  Senate  last  fall  and  it  was  reported  out 
so  that  action  is  hoped  for  early  in  this  session  by  proponents  of  the  measure. 

On  the  House  side,  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Norton,  Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  Labor  which 
twice  held  hearings  last  year,  has  brought  forward  H.  R.  523.  F  E  P  C  bills  include 
H.  R.  194  by  Charles  R.  Clason  of  Massachusetts;  H.  R.  401  by  Everett  M.  Dirksen  of 
Illinois;  H.  R.  481  by  Charles  M.  LaFollettee  of  Indiana;  H.  R.  679  by  Joseph  Clark 
Baldvrin  of  New  York;  H.  R.  700  by  William  L.  Dawson  of  Illinois. 

POLL  TAX  REPEAL 


Bills  to  repeal  the  Poll  Tajc  as  a  requirement  for  voting  include  H.  R.  7  by  Vito 
Marcantonio  of  New  York  City;  H.  R.  193  by  Charles  R.  Clason  of  Massachusetts;  H.  R.  308 
by  George  H.  Bender  of  Ohio;  H,  R.  657  also  by  Bender;  H.  R.  406  by  Everett  M.  Dirksen 
of  Illinois;  and  H.  J.  Res.  54  by  John  Jennings,  Jr.  of  Tennessee.  These  were  referred 
to  the  House  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

ANTI- LYNCHING 


Four  anti- lynching  bills  were  introduced  the  first  day.  Charles  R.  Clason  of  Massachu- 
/  setts  introduced  H.  R.  113;  Emanuel  Celler  of  New  York,  H.  R.  187;  Everett  M.  Dirksen  of 
Illinois,  H.  R.  405;  Louis  Ludlow  of  Indiana,  H.  R.  496.  These  bills  were  referred  to 
the  House  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  whose  chairman  is  Hatton  W.  Sumners  of  Texas. 

II.  Foreign  Policy,  Etc. 

TREATY  RATIFICATION 


Several  House  members  have  proposed  that  the  present  two-thirds  rule  in  the  Senate, 
required  for  the  ratification  of  treaties,  should  be  changed  to  a  simple  majority  of  those 
voting  in  both  Houses.  The  Senate  is  reluctant  to  give  up  its  prerogatives  in  this  regard. 
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although  Senator  Claude  Pepper  of  Florida  was  among  the  Senators  pushing  for  this  change 
in  the  last  session.  House  joint  resolutions  on  this  subject  include:  H.  J.  Res.  16  by 
Chester  E.  Merrow  of  New  Hampshire;  H.  J.  Res.  26  by  Pat  Cannon  of  Florida;  H.  J.  Res. 

29  by  Ed  Gossett  of  Texas;  H.  J.  Res.  38  by  J.  Percy  Priest  of  Tennessee;  H.  J.  Res.  56 
by  Oren  Harris  of  Arkansas;  H.  J.  Res.  58  by  Estes  Kefauver  of  Tennessee;  and  H.  J.  Res. 
60  by  Hatton  W.  Sumners  of  Texas.  These  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

INTER-AMERICAN  RELA.TIONS 

Representative  Pat  Cannon  of  Florida  asks  in  H.R.  370  for  the  establishment  of  a  Pan- 
American  center  at  Miami,  Florida,  for  the  coordination  of  commercial  and  cultural 
relations  between  the  American  Republics.  In  H.  Res.  37  Pete  Jarman  of  Alabama  would 
give  substance  to  certain  resolutions  adopted  at  Santiago,  Chile,  on  April  15,  1944,  by 
setting  up  an  American  Interparliamentary  Congress.  E.  R.  145,  by  Jerry  Voorhis  of 
Califoniia,  aims  to  promote  the  mutual  understanding  and  insure  the  continental  solidarity 
of  the  peoples  of  the  American  republics  by  the  inter-change  of  students  and  teachers. 
These  three  measures  were  referred  to  the  Foreign  Affairs  Committee.  George  D.  0*Brien 
of  Michigan  introduced  H.  R.  85  to  promote  the  economic  welfare  of  the  countries  of  North 
and  South  America.  This  was  referred  to  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee.  Jerry  Voorhis  of 
California  in  H.  J.  Res.  24  would  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  proclaim  the  first  day  of  each  New  Year  as  ”Good  Neighbor  Day.”  Referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary.  Senator  Robert  M.  LaFollette  of  Wisconsin,  in  S.  J.  Res.  2, 
would  establish  a  committee  to  provide  for  the  formation  of  a  Pan-American  Legislative 
Union.  This  was  referred  to  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee. 

JOINT  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  PEACE  MAKING 

Last  year  Congressman  Walter  Judd,  Republican,  of  Minnesota  and  Congressman  Brooks  Hays, 
Democrat,  of  Arkansas  introduced  identical  resolutions  declaring  that  all  legislation 
pertaining  to  the  participation  of  the  United  States  in  international  agreements  and 
machinery  to  establish  and  to  maintain  peace  shall  be  the  joint  responsibility  of  the 
majority  and  minority  parties.  Brooks  Hays  has  introduced  H.  Con.  Res.  3  again  for  this 
purpose,  and  ViTalter  Judd,  H,  Con.  Res.  11.  Chester  E.  Merrow  of  New  Hampshire  asks  in 
H.  Con.  Res.  4  for  Congressional  representation  at  the  peace  table. 

INTERNATIONAL  CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION 

Jennings  Randolph  of  West  Virginia  in  H.  Con.  Res.  8  has  again  asked  the  President  to 
invite  foreign  governments  to  participate  in  an  international  constitutional  convention 
to  draft  a  constitution  providing  for  an  international  government. 

RECOGNITION  OF  KOREA 

George  D.  O’Brien  of  Michigan  in  H.  J.  Res.  17  would  provide  for  the  recognition  by  the 
United  States  Government  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Korea.  The 
above  four  resolutions  have  been  referred  to  the  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

RECIPROCAL  TRADE  AGREEMENTS 

Senator  Pat  MoCarran  of  Nevada  introduced  S.  19  which  would  provide  for  Senate  ratif¬ 
ication  of  foreign  trade  agreements.  If  this  were  to  apply  to  reciprocal  trade  agree¬ 
ments  it  would  largely  nullify  the  advances  made  under  Secretary  Hull  in  that  field. 

Daniel  A.  Reed  of  New  York  would  like  to  take  away  the  President’s  authority  to  negotiate 
reciprocal  trade  agreements  in  his  bill  H.  R.  291.  Referred  to  the  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee.  * 


Supplement  to  Newsletter,  January  1945 


Page  3 


SENATOR  McCAREAN  PROPOSES  COMMITTEE  TO  STUDY  CURRENCY  STABILIZATION 

S.  Res.  13  by  Pat  McCarran  of  Nevada  would  create  a  special  committee  of  nine  Senators  to 
be  appointed  by  the  President  to  make  a  comprehensive  study  of  proposals  designed  to 
stabilize  currency  and  exchange  values. 

The  Bank  of  International  Settlements  would  be  investigated  if  Jerry  Voorhis  of  Califor¬ 
nia  secures  passage  of  H.  Res.  67. 

Carl  T.  Curtis  of  Nebraska  would  create  by  H.  R.  1100  a  United  States  Academy  of  Foreign 
Service. 

F0REI(^  POLICY  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  PEACE  SETTLEMENT 

Chester  E.  Merrow  of  New  Hampshire  has  presented  H.  Con.  Res.  16  declaring  that  it  is  the 
sense  of  the  Congress  that  the  President  accurately  stated  the  principles  in  the  national 
policy  of  the  United  States  in  the  Atlantic  Charter. 

H.  Res.  36  by  Jerry  Voorhis  of  California  would  support  the  policy  of  the  United  States 
in  promoting  free  choice  of  government  by  all  nations. 

Emanuel  Celler  of  New  York,  in  H.  Res.  11,  would  empower  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the 
House  to  study,  investigate  and  examine  into  the  trial  and  p\mishment  of  the  Axis  war 
criminals. 


REFUGEES 

Thomas  J.  Lane  of  liiassachusetts  sponsored  E.  Res.  16  which  urges  the  President  and  the 
Secretary'-  of  State  to  use  their  offices  in  effecting  the  establishment  of  emergency  shel¬ 
ter  in  Palestine  for  persecuted  Jews  of  Europe. 

Representative  Lane,  in  H.  Res.  17,  has  also  offered  a  resolution  to  provide  for  the  tem¬ 
porary'-  admission  of  political  or  religious  refugees  of  continental  Europe  into  areas 
within  the  United  States  to  be  known  as  free  ports  for  refugees. 

Emanuel  Celler  of  New  York  introduced  H.  R.  185  to  record  the  lawful  admission  to  the 
United  States  for  permanent  residence  of  certain  aliens  who  have  lawfully  entered  the 
United  States  upon  permits  and  are  refugees  from  or  are  unable  to  return  to  their  country 
of  origin  because  of  the  war. 


IMMIGRATION.  AND  NATURALIZATION 

H.  R.  173  by  Einanuel  Celler  of  New  York  would  provide  a  quota  for,  and  naturalization  for. 
Eastern  Hemisphere  Indians  of  India.  Jennings  Randolph  of  Vfest  Virginia  would  provide, in 
E.  R.  542,  for  the  naturalization  of  certain  Filipinos  who  are  permanent  residents  of  the 
United  States.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Randolph  introduced  H.  R.  545  which  would  prohibit 
the  entry  into  the  United  States  of  quota  immigrants  until  the  expiration  of  five  years 
after  the  termination  of  the  present  -war,  and  H.R.  546,  by  the  same  author,  would  provide 
for  the  deportation  of  aliens  who  do  not  diligently  attempt  to  become  citizens.  Ed  Gossett 
of  Texas  has  a  measure,  H.  R.  414,  which  would  reduce  immigration  quotas.  These  bills 
were  referred  to  the  House  Committee  on  Immigration  and  Naturalization,  of  which  Samuel 
Dickstein  of  New  York  is  chairman. 

III.  Reorganization 

REORGANIZATION  OF  CONGRESS  OR  GOVERNMENTAL  PROCEDURE 
Estes  Kefauver  of  Tennessee  is  continuing  his  effort  to  have  a  question  period  in  Congress 
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at  which  heads  of  departments,  agencies  eind  independent  establishments  would  be  requested 
to  appear  and  answer  questions.  His  resolution  is  numbered  H.  Res.  31,  and  a  similar 
resolution  is  being  pressed  by  the  new  Senator  from  Arkansas,  J.  William  Fulbright,  in 
S.  Res.  7.  Everett  M.  Dirksen  of  Illinois  introduced  H.  R.  397  to  create  a  Commission  on 
Congressional  salaries,  which  Drew  Pearson  maintains  ought  to  bo  raised  if  the  quality  of 
Congress  is  to  be  improved.  Another  bill  by  Mr.  Dirksen,  H.  R.  399,  would  create  a  Joint 
Legislative  Staff  service  for  the  Congress.  Jerrj'^  foorhis  of  California  has  a  measure, 

H.  R.  628,  which  would  provide  for  a  joint  legislative  staff  service  for  Congress  and  a 
continuous  review  by  coWittees  of  the  Congress  of  the  exercise  by  executive  agencies  of 
powers  granted  by  Congress.  Everett  Dirksen  of  Illinois  has  two  bills,  H.  J.  Res.  6 
providing  for  additional  research  personnel  for  Congressional  ccmnnittees,  and  H.  J.  Res.7 
to  establish  a  Joint  Committee  on  Administrative  Review.  H.  Con.  Res.  5  by  Mr.  Dirksen 
would  establish  a  Joint  Congressional  Committee  on  Econony  and  Efficiency.  H.  J.  Res.  6 
went  to  the  committee  on  the  Library,  and  the  other  bills  to  the  Rules  Committee. 

H.  J.  Res.  64  by  Hatton  W.  Sxzmners  of  Texas  would  create  a  joint  Committee  from  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  to  investigate  and  report  how  the  Federal  Government 
may  get  relief  from  the  overburden  of  its  governmental  responsibilities. 


Until  resolutions  are  presented  touching  parliamentary  procedure  in  the  Congress  and  the 
seniority  rule  for  Committee  chairmanship  and  membership.  Congressional  reorganization 
will  not  take  us  very  far,  although  Congress  does  badly  need  additional  research  staff. 

Clarence  Cannon  of  Missouri,  chairman  of  the  House  Appropriations  Committee,  asks  author¬ 
ization  in  H.  Res.  50  for  his  committee  to  conduct  studies  and  examinations  of  executive 
agencies  to  determine  matters  within  its  jurisdiction. 


IV.  Domestic  Policy 


EQUAL  RIGHTS 


Four  joint  resolutions  have  already  been  introduced  in  the  House,  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  relative  to  equal  rights  for  men  and  women  — 

II.  J.  Res.  1  by  Louis  Ludlow  of  Indiana;  H.  J.  Res.  5  by  Thomas  D*Alesandro,  Jr.,  of 
1/aiyland;  H.  J.  Res.  30  by  Richard  F,  Harless  of  Arizona;  and  H.  J.  Res.  42  by  Howard  W. 
Snith  of  Virginia.  All  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mrs.  Mary  Norton  of  New  Jersey  has  a  bill,  H.  R.  526,  which  would  promote  the  principle 
of  equal  pay  for  equal  work.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Labor. 

Robert  Ramspeck  of  Georgia  would  provide  in  H.  R.  1296  for  the  appropriation  of  funds  to 
assist  the  States  in  more  adequately  financing  their  system  of  public  education  during 
the  war. 


REDUCE  VOTING  AGE  TO  18 

Various  proposals  were  made  in  the  last  Congress- to  reduce  the  voting  age  to  18,  partly 
on  the  gro\mds  that  if  men  are  old  enough  to  be  drafted  for  military  service,  they  ought 
to  be  old  enough  to  vote  and  participate  in  political  life.  For  this  purpose  Thomas  J. 
Lane. of  Massachusetts  has  presented  H.  J.  Res.  12;  Jennings  Randolph  of  West  Virginia, 
H.  J.  Res.  40;  Victor  Wickersham  of  Oklahoma,  H.  J.  Res.  45.  These  bills  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
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shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  such  man,  while  in  the  National  Guard  of  the  United 
States  or  the  Naval  Militia,  from  being  ordered  or  called  to  active  duty  therein  by  ap¬ 
propriate  Act  of  Congress. 

Sec.  4.  After  the  period  of  reserve  enrollment  prescribed  in  section  3  no  man  shall  be 
subject  to  compulsory  military  service  except  when  the  Congress  shall  have  declared  a 
national  emergency  requiring  such  service,  and  then  only  under  such  conditions  as  the 
Congress  may  prescribe. 


PUNISHMENT  FOR  VIOLATIONS 

Sec.  5.  Ai^  person  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or  regulations 
made  pursuant  thereto,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  puaished  by  imprisonment  for  not 
more  than  one  year  or  a  fine  of  not  more  than  $1,000,  or  by  both  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Sec,  6.  This  Act  shall  become  effective  six  months  after  whichever  of  the  following  dates 
is  the  earlier:  (l)  The  date  of  a  proclamation  by  the  President  that  the  war  is  ended,  or 
(2)  the  date  specified  in  a  concurrent  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 

Sec.  7.  All  laws  or  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Sec,  8.  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  ’’National  Military  Training  Act  of  1945,” 

(End  of  text  of  May  Bill) 

NATIONAL  SERVICE  LEGISLATION 

President  Roosevelt  in  his  State  of  the  Union  message  January  6  called  for  national  ser¬ 
vice  legislation  preceded  by  a  draft  of  4-F*s  and  nurses.  Congressman  lilay  in  the  House 
and  Senators  Brewster  and  Bailey  in  the  Senate  introduced  ’’work  or  fight"  bills  (K.  R, 
1119;  S,  36)  which  would  cover  all  draft  registrants  between  the  ages  of  18  and  45, 

Senator  Lister  Hill,  majority  whip,  re-introduced  his  total  mobilization  bill  (S,  85). 
Representative  William  M.  Colmer  introduced  a  combined  4-F  control  and  national  service 
bill  (H.  R,  1159)  calling  for  induction  of  stikers  and  willful  absentees  from  work.  His 
bill  would  establish  a  third  armed  service,  the  Supply  Forces  of  the  United  States  into 
which  all  now  deferred  in  the  draft  would  be  inducted  and  called  up  as  needed.  Various 
other  bills  have  been  introduced  or  proposed. 

Congress  is  wrestling  with  a  dilemma  :  to  draft  nurses  or  4-F*s  is  class  legislation  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act;  to  pass  national  seirvice  legislation 
drafting  everybody  is  opposed  vigorously  by  labor  organizations  and. the  National  Assoc¬ 
iation  of  Manufacturers,  The  New  York  Times  reported  January  9,  1945  that  "Brigadier 
General  George  F.  Lull,  deputy  Surge on- General,  admitted  that  keeping  the  nurse  ceiling 
at  40,000  for  so  long  with  everybody  thinking  the  war  would  soon  be  over  was  the  main 
factor  creating  the  present  shortage"  of  nurses.  The  New  York  newspaper  P  M  reported 
that  Mabel  K,  Staupers,  head  of  the  Colored  Graduate  Nurses  Association  said,  "If  nurses 
^  are  needed  so  desperately,  why  isn*t  the  Army  using  Negro  nurses?  Of  9000  registered 
Negro  nurses,  the  Army  has  taken  247,  The  Navy  takes  none."  P  M  goes  on  to  declare  that 
part  of  the  present  manpower  shortage  is  because  Negroes,  Mexicans  and  others  are  dis¬ 
criminated  against.  Nor  has  anyone  yet  answered  the  question ^satisfactorily  how  Congress 
can  draft  a  man  to  work  for  a  private  employer  for  private  profit,,  nor  how  a  national 
service  act  can  be  equitably  administered, 

*  *  Jii 

Sam  M.  Russell  of  Texas  would  prescribe  48  hours  as  the  standard  work  week  during  the 
present  war;  his  bill,  H,  R,  1194,  went  to  the  Committee  on  Labor, 


Page  4 


Washington  Letter  No,  15 


SENATOR  WHEELER  ASKS  FOR  STATEMENT  OF  PEACE  AIMS 

In  Senate  Res,  8,  Senator  V/heeler  proposes  that  the  Senate  affim  its  faith  in  the  \m- 
comprcmiised  principles  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  and  further  proposes  that  the  United 
States  proclaim  the  following  six  peace  aims  as  a  means  of  shortening  the  war  and  of 
developing  unity  at  home  :  adoption  of  a  universal  bill  of  rights;  assured  survival  and 
extension  of  democratic  principles  and  institutions;  immediate  creation  of  a  United 
Nations  political  council  to  provide  for  the  democratic  settlement,  in  harmony  with  the 
principles  of  the  Atlantic  Charter,  of  territorial  questions  that  have  arisen  in  Europe 
and  that  may  arise  elsewhere;  free  plebiscites  under  international  supervision  in  all 
liberated  countries  to  choose  their  own  form  of  government  and  leadership;  immediate 
creation  of  a  United  Nations  economic  and  social  council;  favor  by  the  United  States  of 
the  creation  of  a  general  federation  of  European  nations  at  the  earliest  possible  date, 
within  which  disarmament  and  economic  unification  will  be  combined  with  sovereign 
equality  and  cultural  self-detemination, 

COMMITTEE  ON  UN-AMERICAN  ACTIVITIES 

The  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities,  popularly  called  the  Dies  Committee,  was  made  a 
permanent  standing  committee  in  a  surprise  move  by  Representative  John  E.  Rankin  of 
Mississippi  on  the  opening  day  of  Congress  by  a  vote  of  207  to  186  with  41  not  voting. 
Representative  Frank  E,  Hook  of  Michigan  in  H,  Res,  58, ' introduced  later,  has  proposed  to 
abolish  this  committee.  His  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules, 

RIVER  DEVELOPMENT 

Wilbur  D.  Mills  of  Arkansas  proposes  in  H.  R,  518  to  develop  flood  control,  navigation 
and  electric  power  in  the  basins  of  the  Arkansas  and  White  Rivers.  Senator  James  E, 
Murray  of  Montana  is  expected  to  introduce  in  the  Senate  an  improved  bill  to  create  a 
Missouri  River  Valley  Authority,  The  President' has  proposed  the  development  of  at  least 
seven  regions  utilising  the  experience  of  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority, 

SOCIAL  SECURITY  LEGISLATION 

John  D.-  Dingell  of  Michigan  has  introduced  H,  E,  395  to  alleviate  the  economic  hasards  of 
old  ago,  premature  death,  disability,  sickness,  unemployment  and  dependency,  etc.  He  was 
co-sponsor  in  the  last  session  of  the  Murray-Wagner- Dingell  Bill,  Social  Security  legis¬ 
lation  will  be  reviewed  in  a  later  Newsletter  when  more  of  the  proposals  are  available 
for  study. 

NATURALIZATION  OF  FILIPINOS 

In  addition  to  the  bills  reviewed  in  the  supplement,  Harry  R,  Sheppard  of  California,  in 
H.  R.  768  would  provide  for  the  naturalization  of  native-born  Filipinos  who  are  per¬ 
manent  residents  of  the  United  States  and  Filipinos  who  served  in  the  military  or  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States  in  World  War  No.  1.  Congressman  Dan  R,  McGehee  is  the  author 
of  another  bill  for  Filipino  naturalization,  H.  R,  776, 

AID  TO  HANDICAPPED 

Augustine  B,  Kelley  of  Pennsylvania  has  offered  H,  Res,  45  to  authorize  the  Committee  on 
Labor  to  investigate  the  extent  and  character  of  aid  given  by  the  Federal,  State,  and 
local  governments  and  private  agencies  to  the  physically  handicapped. 
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